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Why greening the
Cohesion Policy?

Cohesion Policy will represent over one
third of the Budget of the European Union
between 2014-2020. The main goal of
Cohesion Policy under this new budget is to
contribute to the objectives of the Europe
2020 Strategy, which is to develop smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth. Investing
in nature and ecosystems, our natural
capital base, is indispensible to achieving
these objectives.

Intelligently investing cohesion funds

can help restore the environment, create
employment and rejuvenate the local
economy at the same time. EU Cohesion
Policy (2007-2013) already provides a range
of supportive measures to invest in green
infrastructure. The examples outlined in
this publication have been supported by the
Cohesion Policy. Building on this experience,
the future Cohesion Policy (2014-2020)
should significantly increase the opportunity
for regions to strategically spend on
ecosystems, green infrastructure and Natura
2000.

Investments in
Green infrastructure

Ecosystem-based solutions are often cheaper than man-
made fixes, for example because their maintenance costs
are lower. Also, developing green infrastructure can provide
a wide range of additional benefits that grey infrastructure
does not, such as biodiversity protection, recreation and
tourism. This way it can effectively contribute to the
implementation of EU environmental legislation, especially
the Water Framework Directive and Natura 2000.

As green infrastructure projects require significant
construction works to get them off the ground, they
provide jobs and income for local and regional enterprises
just as much as the grey infrastructure does.

EUROCPEAN ENVIRONMENTAL BUREAU



GREENING
THE EURDPEAN
COHESION POLICY

EXAMPLE #1

Example: Natural flood protection
and subsequent benefits

The Scheldt River

; After the river flooded
heavnly in 1976 the Belgian authorities
decided to act to prevent future
flooding. A cost-benefit analysis of the
different available alternatives showed
that the payback period of floodplains
combined with dykes is only 14 years.
This is a much more cost-efficient option
than regular storm surge barriers'/;
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Main Benefit

Flood protection at low cost

Additional benefits

(not provided by grey infrastructure)

Water purification

The enlarged wetland and tidal area in the FCAs
increases the natural water-purification capacity of
the river. This saves water treatment costs and helps
1o implement the EU Water Framework Directive.

Recreation/Eco-tourism

Hiking, biking and fishing thrive in and around
the newly created green areas. Income generated
and jobs created from tourism and recreational
opportunities for locals all contribute to the local
economy.

Job creation

Farmers who had to sell their farmland due to the
designation of an FCA in their area can still use the
area for grazing cattle and mowing the grasslands.
Additionally, new jobs are created because of
increasing tourism and infrastructure works.

Climate change resilience

increased flood levels are anticipated as the effects
of climate change accelerate. FCAs are expected to
provide a solution where traditional dykes would fail,
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Establishment of flood
control area along the Scheldt
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Interested? Further examples
and information....

See the EEB website

Building Green Infrastructure For Europe: Special report (EEB)
Biodiversity investments a smart contribution to reach EU 2020
objectives (BirdLife, EEB and WWF)

Green Infrastructure: Sustainable Investments for the Benefit of
Both People and Nature (Surf nature)
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